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What does Halal mean?
Halal is an Arabic word that means ‘permissible.’
In terms of food – it is permissible according to the Islamic law.
People / children of Muslim origin eat Halal foods.
It is very important for food handlers to ensure that responsibilities are adhered to
when dealing with Halal food.
Recent History and changes to providing halal food in Leicester City schools.
In January 2015 our catering provider City Catering made the school aware of their
work to re-introduce Halal meat on school menus.
When the original decision was made to remove Halal meat from school meals, Leicester
City Council began consulting with Community Faith groups on the issue of Halal
standards. These included the Muslim Parent Association of Leicester (MPAL), the
Federation of Muslim Organisations (FMO), the Gujarat Hindu Association (GHA), the
Leicester Gurdwara Council (LGC) and the Federation of Hindu & Jain Communities
Leicestershire. This work has resulted in the development and agreement of a more
rigorous specification.
A new supplier was appointed following the Council’s procurement process, which
complies with the revised specification, having facilities used solely for the production
of HMC accredited meat.
The meat meals offered in schools are in addition to the traditional non –halal meat and
vegetarian choice available and consist of lamb and chicken dishes. This has expanded
the choice of meals available to children at our school and was in response to parental
demand following a consultation.
The Production of Halal food explained
 Our halal food is produced in a kitchen which stores meat items separately in the
freezer or fridge.


Only reserved cooking equipment for Halal are used.



All ‘Halal’ equipment is washed wherever possible in a separate sink. Where a
separate sink is not available the ‘Halal’ equipment is washed first.


‘Halal’ utensils and other equipment is kept separate – including cooking spoons
and serving spoons.



During the cooking of ‘Halal’ meals a sole purpose oven is used.

How our Halal food is served


At the hotplate counter – there is a section for ‘Halal meat’. Typically Halal food is
separated from other foods by the carbohydrate and vegetables of that day.



‘Halal meat’ ‘non Halal meat’ signs are displayed. We operate a card system. The
children who have halal are given a yellow card which they hand in to the serving
staff in exchange for their halal meal.

The parental consulation and provision of halal foods
Following a lengthy parental consultation in 2015 halal meals were introduced at our
school on 22nd February 2016.
The current school menu offers a range of choice which includes –
•
a traditional meat choice that is non-halal,
•
a vegetarian choice and
•
in some schools an interim vegetarian/fish halal menu.
Following the reinstatement of the halal meat contract, halal meat is now available
through the appointed supplier (JW Youngs). They can be found on the HMC
CERTIFIED PRODUCT SUPPLIER LIST NOVEMBER 2015 via the link:
http://www.halalhmc.org/userfiles/file/hmc_certified_product_supplier_list.pdf
JW Youngs comply with the revised specification having facilities used solely for the
production of HMC accredited meat.
Halal menus and further information
All the menus are found on these websites –
www.leicester.gov.uk/schoolmeals or the schools website www.merrydaleinf.leicester.sch.uk/about/parentinformation
Typically halal meat is prepared in a local school halal kitchen and is brought hot to our
kitchens. Halal meat is typically served twice a week with a vegetarian option on offer
for the remaining 3 days.
For any further information please contact the school office or alternatively
please contact Jane Faulks – Education Catering Manager
LEICESTER CITY COUNCIL
City Catering, Castle Park Depot, 90 Leycroft Road, Amenity Block, Leicester LE4 1BZ
TELEPHONE (0116) 225 3395
Fax: (0116) 233 8668
www.leicester.gov.uk

Appendix 1
A Typical Menu for 2016

