
Geography in Early Years 

A guide to this 
subject in our 

school 



1 - Introduction 
Geography helps children to make sense of their 
world. Very young children are naturally curious, 
and they actively explore the world around them, 
noticing details in the places and people familiar to 
them. Young children are interested in their local  
area but are also often fascinated by the wider 
world. This  
should be nurtured 
and encouraged. 
 
 



Geography Early Learning Goals 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Natural World 
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and  
contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

   Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them,  
    including the seasons. 
    Explore the natural world around them, drawing pictures of animals and plants. 

People and Communities 
Explain some similarities and differences between life 
in this country and life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and, when 
appropriate, maps. 
Explain some similarities and differences between  
different religious and cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read in class. 
Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-
fiction texts and maps. 



Understanding the World 
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their 
community. The frequency and range of childrenõs personal experiences increases their knowledge and 
sense of the word around themñfrom visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting firefighters,  

  police officers and nurses. In addition,  

  listening to a broad selection of stories, 

   rhymes,  poems  and non-fiction will  

   foster their understanding of  our  

   culturally, socially, technologically and  

   ecologically diverse world. As long 

   building important knowledge, this 

   extends their familiarity with words 

   that support understanding across  

  domains. Enriching and widening  

  childrenõs vocabulary will support  

  later reading comprehension. 



2 - Child Initiated Learning 
We know that there are key indicators and examples of effective practice that can be seen when  
monitoring Geography in the Early Years, in relation to child initiated learning in an enabling  
environment. We know what we want to see children doing. 

Block Play and Construction 
* Creating real and imagined buildings,  
     structures and worlds 
* Acting out familiar experiences 
* Creating stories around a setting 
* Designing buildings or settings for  
     stories and characters 
* Drawing and labelling designs for  
    structures and creating maps 
* Using geographical language to describe  
    buildings and structures 


