History In Early Years

A guide to this subject in our school

Infant School



1 - Introduction

In Early Years children have a developing understanding of themselves, others and the world aroun:
them. Young children are naturally inquisitive and can be encouraged to use historical skills of enqui
and interpretation. In particular, using stories can enable them to interpret the behaviour, motivation
and i ntent of characters. Young chil drenodos s

awareness of chronology.




History Past and Present
_ Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society.
Early Learning | know some similarities between things in the past and now, drawing
Goals on their experiences and what has been read in class.

Comprehension
Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories
and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.
Anticipate, where appropriate, key events in stories.

Speaking

Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions abédidtioon
and during role play.

Participate in small group, whole class and-tmene discussions, offering their own ide-
as using recently introduced vocabulary.
Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, inclydi

Listening, Attention and Understanding
Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions
when being read to, during whole class discussions and small group interactions.

Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify understanding.




Understanding the World

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sens{
their physical world and their community. The frequency and ra
of childrends personal exper.i
of the word around them from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting firefighters, police

officers and nurses. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, rhymes, poems diudioon
will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world
As long building important knowledge, this expends their familiarity with words that support

understanding across domains. Enriching and w
comprehension.



2 - Child Initiated Learning

We know that there are key indicators and examples of
effective practice that can be seen when
monitoring Computing in the Early Years, in relation to
child initiated learning in an enabling

Block Play and Construction

«  Talking about past and present events in their own lives and th
lives of family members

«  Acting out familiar experiences
«  Creating stories around a setting

«  Retelling stories and sharing story ideas with an audienc

«  Finding ways to record ideas



Imaginative Play and Role Play

Recreating familiar, real life sce-
nariogi being a

family, caring for pets

< Acting out common scenarios
such as meal times, feeding baby

watching TV, reading, birthdays,
coming in and going out

Playing in charactér

real world and imaginary

Making sense of their
physical world

Making links between
experiences



Small World Play

«  Talking about past and present events
in their own lives and the lives of fam-
ily members

«  Making observations of people, ani-
mals and places and discussing these

«  Creating imaginative and real world

scenarios

*

Creating stories around a set of

characters

*

Acting out familiar scenarios



Books, Stories and Puppets

il

Showing an interest in different characters, families, occupations,
animals

Asking questions about other kinds of cultures and families
Understanding special times for themselves and others

s Finding out infor-
mation about them-
selves, other people




Maths

1 Recognising and describing special times or events for
families and friends such as
birthdays

7 Building up an idea of the passage of time through the use
of time telling




