
 
Science vocabulary skills progression 

 
EYFS 
 

 
KS1            Year one       Year two     Both year 
groups 

Science 
Experiment 
Test 
Fair 
Find out 
Explain 
Reason 
Why 
Record 
Senses 

Animals including humans 
Fish, reptiles, mammals, birds, amphibians, herbivore, 
omnivore, carnivore, leg, arm, elbow, head, ear, nose, 
back, wings, beak 
Survival, water, air, food, adult, baby, offspring, kitten, 
calf, puppy, exercise, hygiene 
 
Plants 
Deciduous, evergreen, leaves, flower, petals, fruit, roots, 
bulb, seeds, stem, branches, trunk 
Seeds, bulb, water, light, temperature, growth 
 
Everyday materials and their uses 
Wood, plastic, glass, paper, water, metal, rock, hard, soft, 
bendy, rough, smooth 
Stretchy, stiff, shiny, dull, waterproof, absorbent, opaque, 
transparent, brick, paper, fabric, squashing, twisting, 
bending, stretching, elastic, foil 
 
Living things and their habitats 
Living, dead, habitat, energy, food chain, predator, prey, 
woodland, pond, desert 
 
Seasonal changes 
Spring, summer, autumn, winter, sun, day, moon, night, 
light, dark  
 

 


