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Google Family Link for Android

This easy guide will walk you through setting up your child’s Google Family
Link account in Android, so you can know what sites they are visiting, apps they
are using and how much time they are spending on their device, plus much
more.... Its non-invasive and your child doesn’t even need to know.

This android app allows you, the parent, to set up a Google account for your
child under 13 and connect it to your Google account.

You can grant access to specific apps and tools, approve paid downloads,
monitor screen time, track location, see what apps they are spending the most
time in, and more.

All in all it’s pretty cool ©



STEP 1

To get started with Family Link, you'll need to first install it on your phone. Go

ahead and do that now.

Go to the play store on your phone. Search for “Family Link” then select “"Google
Family Link” from results. To install simply select the Install button.

Please have your child’s device to hand.
If your child already has a Google account, you'll need to set up a new one.

Start the Family Link app. It starts off with a few pages of what the app is all
about. Swipe through those, then tap “Get Started”.

Balance screen time

Lock devices when it's time to play, study, or
sleep

GET STARTED




STEP 2

It jumps right into a checklist to make sure you have everything you
need.

o See if you have what you need

See if you have what you need

Answer a few questions to make sure you're ready to
start using Family Link with your child

@ This may take about 3 minutes

I NEXTI

STEP 3

Follow the instructions and answer the questions as they show up. The
first thing you’ll need to do is make sure the device you plan on handing

over is compatible with Family Link
.‘

Do you have a compatible Android
device for your child?

To use Family Link, your child needs a device running
Android Nougat (7.0) or higher

See if your child's device is compatible

NO YES




STEP 4

Next, you'll create your child’s account and link it to yours. You'll sign into

your account here.

STEP 5

You'll enter their name, birthday, and gender (if you want), create their
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Are you ready to create a Google
Account for your child?

Family Link lets you create a Google Account for your
child that's linked to yours until they turn 13.

You'll create this account in just a bit.

NO YES

Use Family Link with your existing family
group?

Your family already uses Google services together.
When you create your child’s account, it'll be added to
the family group you're managing.

Later, you can invite other family members, or add
another parent to help manage your child's account.
You can also create and manage more accounts for
children under 13. Learn more

NO YES

Gmail address and set up their password.

3 W4 100% 0 819

Create a Google Account

Start by entering your kid's full name

3 ¥4 100% 0 819

More about

This helps Google personalize Test's
experience




STEP 6

Then you’ll have to provide parental consent, which will charge
£0.24/%$0.30. If you have already have a payment method set up on your
phone, it will use this. This is a one-off 24 pence payment.

Parental consent

Google needs your consent each time you create a
Google Account for a kid under 13. Learn more

(=) To do this, Google will charge your credit card
a small amount ($0.30). This helps verify
you're a parent.

a Your kid won't have access to your credit card
without your approval,

i

There are no recurring fees.

STEP 7

All this is followed up by the disclosure, which tells you what to expect
from Family Link, including privacy statement. Read it. Tick the box and

agree to it at the end. Then the account is created.

Parental consen

Family Link Disclosure for Parents

Welcome Parents! At Google, your trust is a priority for us
and we know that allowing your child to have their own
Google Account can be a big decision. This Family Link

Di for Parents ("Di: ) provides important
Iinformation you should consider when deciding whether to
unlock the doors to the broad ecosystem of Google services.
For example, we explain our data collection and use
practices for your child’s Google Account in the Privacy
Notice for Google Accounts Managed with Family Link
section below. Once you create your child’s Google Account,
it will be added to your family on Google and you'll be able to
use Family Link’s tools to help you manage the account.

In order to create a Google Account for your child, you must
review this Disclosure (including the Privacy Notice below)
and the Google Privacy Policy, and give consent by
authorizing a small fee on your credit card. Google will not
knowingly collect, use or disclose your child’s personal
Iinformation unless you've provided this consent. We will ask
for your consent before we make any material changes to the
in this D the Privacy

Notice).

ana use practices Tor your child's Google Account in more
detall, and provide more information about the controls
available to you and your child, in the Privacy Notice for
Google Accounts Managed with Famil,

gree to let Google create a Google Account for my
child and process their information as described
above and further detailed in the Privacy Notice for
Google Accounts Managed with Family Link and the
Google Privacy Policy. | am authorized to provide
this consent.

I understand that my child's Google Account is like
my own and will provide access to general audience
services that have not been designed for children
and that will enable my child to do things like
communicate with others and see content | may
consider inappropriate,

1 also agree to the Google Terms of Service, the
Chrome Terms of Service and the Google Play
Terms of Service on behalf of my child and
understand that all terms apply to my account and
to the account | create for my child.




STEP 8: Set up Family Link on Your Child’s Phone

The device needs to be set up from scratch, it’s probably best to factory
reset your device. This can be achieved through settings, then searching
for “reset”. Please ensure you reset all content and settings not just a
part reset. Note: I cannot be exact with this section as many devices are different

If you share the device with your child, you can set up a new profile in
settings, search for account or profile and select the “add new” option.
Just remember to add a password to your profile or your little bundle of

joy may just use your profile instead of their own. Note: I cannot be exact with
this section as many devices are different

Then run through the setup process like hormal. Since you created your
child’s account in Family Link, this will automatically be recognized during
the setup process and you’ll be asked to grant parent permission.

Google Google

Sign in Parent permission

with your Google Account. Learn more
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STEP 9

Once logged in, you'll be prompted to install the Family Link app on the
child’s phone.

0]

To add the account to this device, first install
Google Family Link.

Google Family Link helps you set up this
device for your kid.

. Google Family Link

SKIP INSTALL

STEP 10

After it installs, you'll give the phone a name and review the built-in apps
you're okay with them having.

T Teen ® V' Required ®
» Google Play Games @
Google Now Launcher
Learn more
’ Google Play Movies & TV
Google Play Store
€ Everyone ® ’ ¥
o x O+  Google Play Music
oot ‘ -
@ Unrated @
Calendar E Settings
O Files
Not available for kids
m Camers @ ©
V'  Required (6]
& Android Pay
@" Chrome
. Family Link
° YouTube
a Clock Py
< MORE v < NEXT > < NEXT >




STEP 11

With all that confirmed, both devices should display the Connection
screen.

You can now use Family Link on your device to
customize parental controls for Google Play,
Chrome, and other services.

Make sure you're comfortable with Test's
settings before handing this phone to him.

< NEXT >

STEP 12: Configure Family Link

Time for the settings, from the Family Link app on your phone, you can
completely control what your child installs, looks at, and a lot more.

Settings

Go into is the Settings menu by tapping *Manage Settings” along the top.

P+ Controls on Google Play

| (5] Filters on Google Chrome
EEEEEE III

@ Filters on Google Search
Location
See where Test is with his device ®.

 § Apps for Google Assistant

NOTHANKS ~ SETUP
B Android apps

) O ~, ©  Location

oy

App activity = More

Account info

See which apps Test uses most per week and for how



Google Play: This is where you’ll control purchase approvals and content
restrictions for apps in the Play Store.

Google Chrome: Block any website you want from being accessed in the
phone’s browser.

Google Search: A simple SafeSearch toggle, which blocks certain sites
from appearing in Google search. Leave this on.

Google Assistant: It allows you to control whether or not your child’s
Google Assistant can interact with non-Google apps.

Android Apps: This is where you'll allow or block access to apps that are
installed on the phone. You can block apps.

Location: A toggle to keep an eye on where your child is.

Account Info: Change the name, birthday, and gender, as well as
password. You can also delete the account too.

More: Google Photo sharing and activity management are both found
here.

STEP 13: Location

From the main menu, you can also tap the big “Location” box, which is
basically the same toggle as the Location option in the Settings menu—
just turn it on or turn it off. If it's on, the device’s location will show up on
the main page of the Family Link app.

MANAGE SETTINGS . MANAGE SETTINGS .

Location

9
HEEEEER III

Location

See where Test is with his device
NOTHANKS ~ SETUP ADD LABEL A C

App activity - Last 7 days

pp activity - Last 7 days
¢ !" :
Q‘} Google Photos
‘. Google Play Store
d




STEP 14: App Activity

Further down on the main page, you’'ll see the App Activity setting. This
will monitor what has been used.

& App activity @
7 DAYS
App activity
To see your child's app & device activity, you'll need ‘ Google Photos 5m
to turn on the following settings for your child's
Android devices and Google Account.
‘ .. Google Play Store m
g

m Device Information v
Includes contacts, calendars, apps, music, battery
life, sensor readings

When Device Information is on, this data may be saved from
any of your child's signed-in devices. Learn how to review
and control your child's activity.

CANCEL  TURNON

STEP 15: Screen Time

This is where you'll set limits on screen time. You can set this schedule on
a per-day basis, as well as a specify a bed time.

<  Screentime Screen time

(0] ¢

DAILY LIMIT BEDTIME DAILY LIMIT BEDTIME

Not scheduled Not scheduled

9PM-7 AM Today

- Q90000

No bedtime

- 90000 -

No limit S No bedtime

Android devices will lock when time is up. Calls will be Devices will lock during bedtime, Calls will be allowed, in case
allowed, in case Test needs to reach you, Test needs to reach you




STEP 16: Other Options

Finally, the last few options on the main page will let you see what apps
have been recently installed on your child’s device, ring it if it's lost, and
control more advanced features like app side loading, location settings, app
permissions, and lock screen status. You can also completely remove

account access from the phone if it’s lost forever.

Apps installed - None this past week

MORE

. Last online today

SETTINGS  RING DEVICE

Help & feedback

Having trouble with Family Link or Test's
Google experience? Find out what you can do.

These last few options are probably the most important ones, I recommend
spending some time here to make sure everything is configured how you’d

like for it to be.

It's also worth mentioning that your child will be able to see of these
settings in the app on their phone, but they won't be able to change of

them.

< Device details

I Last online today

RING DEVICE

Apps from unknown sources

Don't allow installation of apps from source:
than the Google Play Store

Location settings

App permissions

Set screen lock

Remove account access

s other




